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Tēnā koe,  
 
Re: Official Information Act (OIA) Request – Information about Signs of a Nation exhibition  
 
I am writing in response to the email dated 8 December 2021, sent to Te Papa, in which you 
requested the following information:  
  

a. A copy of the advice / recommendations of the exhibition’s Māori Advisory  
Committee; 
b. Correspondence between the Māori Advisory Committee and Te Papa regarding any 
concerns the Committee or its members had about the exhibition (pre or post the  
exhibition’s installation) – and Te Papa’s response; 
c. Post the exhibition’s opening/ launch: 
i. How many complaints has Te Papa received regarding the erroneous portrayal  
of Te Tiriti and its Treaty English version counterpart as having equal status? 
ii. How many requests has Te Papa received to correct this error (and what were  
the nature of requested corrective action)? 
iii. What has been Te Papa’s response to these complaints and requests? 
iv. How much did the exhibition cost to create and install? 

 
Please find attached Te Papa’s records with regards to this enquiry. Signs of a Nation was a ‘day one’ 
exhibition developed prior to opening in the 1990s, but has had some changes since then including 
in relation to the ‘Peppers Ghost’ element. Content that has been blocked out is not within the 
scope of your request, with the exception of noted redactions, which are made on privacy grounds 
in accordance with s9(2)(a) of the Act. 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to seek an investigation and review by 
the Ombudsman. Information about how to make a complaint is available at  
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602.  
 
If you wish to discuss any aspect of your request with us please contact Frances Lawrence at 
OIA@tepapa.govt.nz.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Frances Lawrence  
Principal Advisor Strategy, Planning and Performance 
 
 

mailto:OIA@tepapa.govt.nz
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between the Māori and English versions. Today, if we translate the Māori version 
into modern English even more differences and difficulties arise. 

While a great deal more could be added, the above explanations give visitors an 
incentive to ask further questions and to move upstairs where there is a large 
exhibition on the modern history of the Treaty. The 1835 Declaration of 
Independence you mention is certainly of interest and relevant to the Treaty’s 
history, though mainly to the north where it was mostly signed and best known. 
More detailed exposition, including expanding on the role of the Declaration, would 
no doubt add substantially to the explanations given, and this will be taken into 
account in any revision of the exhibition. 

However, other avenues have enabled Te Papa to give full explanations and 
encourage knowledge and discussion on the Treaty. The Museum has many 
classes each year and provides very good lessons on the Treaty. 

This year funding also enabled us to mount TREATY 2U: A Touring Exhibition – an 
exhibition in a large mobile trailer that travelled to thirty-five locations around the 
country and was visited by nearly 40,000 people, including thousands of school 
children. It is being prepared for a second three-month tour commencing early in 
2007. 

In February each year, we also mount two evenings of what we call Treaty 
‘debates’. Māori and non-Māori speakers give up-to-date presentations of various 
aspects of Treaty issues. These are recorded by Radio New Zealand and have 
been played on National Radio several times. The event allows us to present the 
Treaty in all its complexity in ways that are less easy in exhibition formats. 

Once again, we do appreciate your concerns and want to assure you that we will 
consider them in any refreshment of the exhibition Signs of a Nation. 

With all good wishes 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Claudia Orange OBE 
DIRECTOR HISTORY AND PACIFIC CULTURES 

Copy to: Minister and Associate Ministers for Arts, Culture and Heritage 
Chief Executive, Ministry for Culture and Heritage 
Joris de Bres, Race Relations Commissioner 
Paul Tapsell, Auckland War Memorial Museum 

John Judge, Chairman, Te Papa 
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