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ABSTR~CT,Thi,~, lr.oc<o II>< ="", <m l,,,,,," " f'M"nq,,,' •• uadi,;on al f""'.".nd;n~
wooden ,tat"" frum 5..n.. CJUZ in ,h" "",",m Solomon Isl.nd.. Following thc it f«::<n' <k­
,dorm"nt by D..id Kjo " f H" ni",. mcnOJ""lik<,",UlplUr<> h""""I,oo ;n,o. h<wg<n'"

of oo'''<'''F''' ''''Y corn"!\' ,Iu, ..... t>e<;om ing ""''''n..l koon' ""ros>"'" Solomon hl.nd._

KEYW'ORDS, Md."..;,n ar' fofm~ Solomon !d."d., San,. Cruz. ".di' ;unal..,d """.
"mIX""')' wood ""Ip'u'<'l, 'd"b', 'm<n<I"".

Introd uction
Acm.. Md , "";., .. in Polyn",'" n<W 8<""''''on, of wood_
Lah<n ... d",.ing ;n,pi",,,," from tradirio".) form•• y<l

d<v<lopi n ~ d i"in,,;vo <ont<mpon'Y ,tyb (Kupio;" ,,"

2000). The Mm""'" of Now 7..<ilind T" hr. Tongo'......,

,he Tiilu"u Cul,u'.J C.n'", m ~"",n.". ""J n,h", [,,,,,,fie
mLl><Um, arc wi.ely acquirin g comeml"''''Y...",><1 .....,Ip­

'''''' by boing l'Kific c,,,,,,n, l bi••hort .rtide """=us
~n" =<n, <!<qui.i,ion by Te Pap, _. J im, mw,,-hw. " """

call<d 'M"""p..' , from t he Solomon lsi.nds (Fig I),

During ,I>< I..t d"",!e. many Solomon blond woOO '

C;ll '<r' h,v< aJd<d 'm,n<~l>k' figu.-e. to thei' "F""oi'"

.. ifm<><: .f< ' now genre,)I<' ",,<t-.I Ofhe, "",pie. indoo ing

",meco,v"" boli"" ,h" M",,"PO "'p"""n", pocdy t..,.Ji·

,ion:al." form, Ilo lh ,bim• • r<on ly pardy uo•. Th, p'n...".

oywhich thelc new 'Mm <j>o.lik<' '"ru''' h... ,..".,jv«l has

"<rnm<d sI",",t "n,ir<lyfrom Ihe vigo" , . r.<! Z<Sl of ••ingle

old m. n _ O••id Kio ofK" kum mar' « , Honiar•• who di<d

in F"lu",,,y 1(~13,

O rigins
I" ( '1':IU Willi,m (l'venpo<t p"bli,h<d , n in-d<plh f'<Viev,'

of 53 ""sli wo<:><kn figufCS r<moved from me $.an " U ti,
Isl.nd. he ' '''«n 188~ . nd 1978 th.. are now held in

"",b1i,h<d museum, in Bnt>in .nd Europe, New Ze.I . nd.

A",,,,l i,, th" Uniled St,,"'. ,nd ,h" Solomon h l'nds ,

Davenpoll ,"'to'" ,ila< ,he d ;.W',,,'i < f",,,,,,,, of th<" f=-­

".ndins, po",ble. an u.rupomotph......,"'u" _ , pmi«'

,ion d"""",,,nl b<hind ,h" h"oJ, "p=n,ing, t,aJit;o",,1

San" Cruz h..J·d"", ofh";" vi"«, and can<, k""""" kully

os '. bo' , H" nOtN ,h" \he I..t such p"'-''' 10 b< ooll,,'l«!

wos in 1 9 ~8 . an d th'I< ~ [onlyl . Jim ,h" "", of",. ""-,,,

romi ng to light'(lhvrnporl 1<)')(1, 9'J), He call<d ,h"", 'dub'

totdary deit .... aft« the local 'mong"-<l ul,,,. \ 'image of.

Jei ty', 0"", the"""1< 'hundred. of them' _ each duka de>'}'

had. p<".mal n.me. 'nd "" ny hod 'iJ io.ynm , K p<""n'

sli'i"', Iubi" 0' bodily ""'~"";"'''' , , kw of which v,,,re

" ill known to "'m" " ld I""-'pl' on ,s;."" e N. ;n ,he 1%0.

(Gill", 19-19, 14S, 1>'",,"1'-'" l%S >oJ 19'J(1) ,
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[),.V<npon ha>,io« "" nd,!<Ied ,h". ofthe S3 ""=.
S2 n:p"""n,ed. prope' d, i,y (duk.). Th f<""';ni n~ 0""

w" , h ~nn: ,,r ', d." of ,upem.o,~,,1, c>J led [,,'''' umho,

""ty ,h~n bo'ngs whu inh.b " po»'bly• 'ingl• .;11"l(' in ,I"
d,,,!, fo""" l<imombo w<'" b<id i".W< .nd ",,,,.m but "'-',

">cdy wo"hipp«! .. w.", ,b. lfU< <ki'i«. And ,bore w<n:

od><, , upem« u,ol being> ,I,.. W<f< no' <><acdy wn,,",pped
bu' W<n: 0.1", hdd in.W< broo... ,hoy migh'''n><: h"""

Tho>< belt<f."",,,,,,'11 "rong m 1~SI>--S~. · (o.""nl~,n, 1"''''
cernm. 18 J.nu,ty 2002). II w=W >«m ,I... m.o,1'" "' ..

"m"n~ ,hi, th'N ""''-");U'y.
Sub",,!uen, r,,,,,,reh confirm. D,venpo<' " pinn«'f

.n"ly. '" HOW<'V<r, = ,d ing '0 O""'l"'n', o 'igin,1 in­

fo,m.n t. J""l'h O lu, "" ,epo n ed by h i. p,o"g< D"id

Ki". , hot< "".. . , hini enft')' ,h . , w,. nei,h", , d<if}' ,h.,

w .. ,..,,,,hip«! "''' ' lei", uo\b.>. bu' " ,hor ' 'p,il< ,.I I,d
'M, oepo·.

Contemporary developments
In .hno", 1~~{) , an occnmpli'hed m" trt ",,,,<t, F,,,,' Hoi·

ki~, • lHy~",i.n from Ilelluo. , d",<iy ." ..o,ined "moll

,,<>OJ<o "'",. io 'h< Hoo i." Mu", ,,m IRcgiSl'" oum ber

SIN.I.1 _1_SEQ_36), H, iki. m.deone n:pli... b. , ' he"", ft",

",ugh, to o;k.dop ,0.11fn:<-".n,ling figu"" wi'h .Iim grdul

''',roc, f'"m. in onl<:r, h, "id, '0m. k< ,I\<m Io.,k 'mo"
.b.t.." and mo", Af,i,,,,,· ••od 1= ,,,di ,i~oal (H oiki~.

pm. w mm. 2001 ).

A, much 'he <am< , im<. DOYid Kio. :rn old", m. n in

hi< fifti'" froms."" Gu,. bcgon rotkvelop ,nd di"",ify hi,

"''''iog . kill., H, uoed " hi. modd. f"n k H. i k i ~', n:plu

. n,1 • tw<,_dim,n.""n.l ph" " ""1'Y nf, dub figu" helJ

in ' fU"'ign mu", om. Ini' ,ally o., iJ "......00 J ...... figu",~

ind uJi ng >om, "'i ,h wllliion. in,pired by fl, iku' . Lo"r,

how""r. (l,viJ r<torn<d 10 llanu, vilbge in l ; rocio" !loy

no So"..C"'" ",he", he '''o,ied ' ","n' ively wirh h~ ocro_

gon.,"n ""d".J""'ph Ol u, D."..,nl",ri . inf""". o'. O"id

"'.. , greo' " oryrell" •• li""'hl<!Cf;U' • •n J in hi, own 'Y'"
• ,borough_going hedoni" . njoying hi, ok! OJ;< '0 tho full,

Bu, h<was ,dull''''' 'h" hi, In.iled knowledgeoftheh, hi"

, nd ,,,,d"inn,l ly ,.,,,,,dfi-J"" of 'M,n,!,,' ",m, nu' fmR\

IU, fertil, i",,,!,i,,,,i,,o hu' dir«<ly f""" hi, , Id"" ..,d their

1""_(1""";.,, """"0" on Son" Cow. onJN!I'w, in the R«f
1~.nd<. (Hi, ..... , mi,ed hu' highly ,rti"rc hrri"geJ rowing

from oo,h Mel, o« i,n ' nJ Pt>ly""i,n "'O'c<>, <omhioins.

for «,mpl<. oo,h .1..... ,nd ' M. ui' lej;<n.h i" Jet .iI , rim

mnrn M,hnet i'n • ..., from N!I' '''' ' od s.",. C"-".J D" id

w .. « .....in thor in ,h..",,"'n' and """'0' 1'f:'n J~ 'h< rwo

, ,,' i'i,,, 'dub ' .nd 'm"n,I'~' ",t< diff<ren' ryp<> of . uper­

",, 'u',] heing<, ,,,d ,ho,rhei, " odi' in" al n:p,<o,,, ,,,ion. in

wood J,ff<r<tl '00.

Menepo , h is natu re and lifestyle
DoviJ Kin ..."",<d ,h.. . 11 hi, f""' .... ntling ,,,,,,,,, n:pt<­

", n' 'Men,p"'. tho u",,,, jJ ing bo' fun_lo'Ii ng pr:mk>,,,, ,

hu",ing ..,d G'bing 'pi,i , wbo'" n><t,,, 1'100,,,"',arc J'lKi ng

' nJ mo" J.nc ing, onJ lIuJ ing pip ",d girl.!. Menrpo i. ,

hOlm I, .. h<don i" unl«, ' h",,,' ed, when h, e, n he , ""ty

<bng,,,,,,,, , n,my, H, <0" rn. ngt' hi, bodily form quidJy ,,,

be. b'N, bot, hu n><tn, fi' il, 0' "'or•. Wh'n in hun ,.o fo,m.

hi, p", f""d ..,ire indude, , 1"'..1,hdl ll"'il'" " lied',em",
• d""" ",ed b'ccch-dou' d b""df, ui, "P'.•nd , boi!,-up

h>.ir.picc< c>Jled '. be'Of 'yu-Iu' 0' ·".ban, "p"' . which p,o­

;ea'J own behind hi, h=J. Hi, tunJ" "'011 n". "p""" i,.

fl. , di><; ""lied ''''m,m,], I' , ",d , imiL.,""1,i""" " " coIld

',,<mh' , E",h h.,1<1 I." 6.. fing''' ' wi,h ",,,,,, inn. coiled

'0eg.tW>'. M,,,,,po u,ually"""''' "m , ,,J , nkl. 1" . ,,,1«.1 <1,,

,holl mo,l<)', , ,,J !<no< bond> eolled 'n1l"i pol, '. It, .1", co."
Iu".., fibre . hould", piec'" wi'h " p, ovecb)">'nJ a ' mall
pl,;n "I""'""""",n fih", b.>g tka,..ted wi,h . brigil' , hell

ur tw<,. l nd<ed 1.1'''''1"' will .Jd ""y ",I,,, urn.on",n,,,ion

",i1, hl<,hot ,.6 hi. joyful f",C)'.

D" id ICio 1m"", m.ny 'coOlom " ori"" of M, n,I"'"

f"n-Ioving Hick., hi••upe",.", ,,1 powe", and h i, miroco­

1o", , nd oft' n mi..h i,,,,,,, J«d•. Men,po ",,01, a 10"

m«ri ng """y I""'PI"• ..,d <bn= ill'h< ' ime, bu' h<n"",

""i"" '" I. ugh> uu, I" ud, H. lik<. flyi ng . " d i. often h"N

. inging in th' wind or in a 'n:< ' op, \ll'hen fiob:mJ bird I"",,,,

ot< foun J in '''''' 0' o, h" unlikely plo=. 'h<)' ,I< ""'0..
.ur< .ign. ,I." M,n,po Iu., been then: """"dy. M,nepo ~.

fti,ndly , nd helpful .pi,i,• • od h. "" n huJ ,h. ,i,k 0' "'''-«
illn=.'" h i. nau~b,in... i, o,ual ly rol,,,,ed. bu, of«n

millO' :rnllO)';tIlC<> >« blomed On h~ !I'm".

Dub ligu", in mW<\lm oollec' io", exhibi' , wick

rongeofph)"ic>J b ,u", (o.ve" pon 19')()) . S<:>m, .r< m,l<,

onm, f"mol,,; ",m, " " ...Iemn. ,,,me ""iling; on,"" ' ''' f"",_

""nding. som• ..,.,ed . David K", helieved ,hOI M.oepo

oooid . J op' v.riom ph)"icol ""'''i f'' ''' io"" bn' "' .. carved
" oJi, ion,ll r only in ,h, on, fo'm ,Iu , he Iud .Jop,<d from

, ,..j,,.,,, .1 k",,,,",,lge ....", On 5, ,,.. Cru, .n,l ,he R«f

[,I..,d.. (He al", =vd """I.", ll.Ji' ionalligure, Menepo',

n, ,,th«, whom I., calk J ' Dun'l" 0' ' Hi"",· ,,'. wi,h bre""

but no ha"~. • nd som<tim<o , long hot 'Iik<. bi.hop'. l \ll'hen



..k«l .b,m, dlo diff<r<,ne<b<rw<ro dub and mon<p<> ,,,.,._

ing<, b, ....,ted ,1>" M,,,,,?,, b" no heel . t>d kneeproj«­

';OlU, whil. Ou k. .... "pik..'. Tl><>< would I>< ,,,1><, lik<,h,

', ,,,or, ' nf '",M 00 T...",,,,.o,,' "gI"'" "0 Soo", An, ,."

1.1...", n",«1 by D"'opon 11%8, 19'>01. M<>d (197)),

",d W>il' (19791•.mong orho". P<,h>p.... D.V<opo" "'g_

g«re d. dlere ;, SClme """bpplt>g h.", belWftn ,h. regi<>t»l
<o",og ,,,I.. in Sa." A"• ..,d .'ion!> o .,•.

Description of'Menepo' held
by the M useum of New Zealand

Te Papa Tongarewa
Tho wood i, dark ".I ' ro, ,,,"ood ' (Pu,t><~'1'''' ind,..,nJ,

,moo,h ..,J "ell oibl, Th< off·",hi" "I" dodl bt«Ch_

dO~1 md ,h, <>J><'l ,"""..Iik ,,,ipo ,," .>eh ."" '1< "ad,
lro m m. b""Jh" i, '''''' (A"'''''"''7"' ...",,,,u.i,) ,nJ h",
p';",.,j mo,if• •od ,,,"-= of tum• .-i,. A ""wo of<w'"

whit< fohre' h'ng ffmn bo'h ,h"ukk" ro tho ,h igh" Th<

k", s<' nodi"", .. ,,[ two fun'" nf ,m.11r«l, wh ite, ' nd bl.,k

, 1><11 "i"" u«d 1"""lIy for " 1,011 money" whik ,h< ,hort<,

nockbc<, ,I", 00 coconut twill<, h.. , r«l ",d whi« .II"

fU' from 'ho 0 ", "1" b"" of. ron<, hell.Th. di.,"n,ion, of

,hi, "".II 'm<n<pO' «ulprur<.r< 1()45 mm high, 115 mm

wick"nd l40mrn<k<p,

Towards a new natio nal icon
Unlik h",k ll>ikiu, whoh... p.ooue<J 00>1, . f<w, ~'!' ~...J_

i')' ..-r pi«c; in r<e<n, l=-" . D"id Kio hod arved narly ''''''

hund,«I '"",nf po' sculp' u"", Alrn",' .lJ wor< ....do "f tl><

k:.c.I ro"-"WO<><! . t>d w,," ,.II ",d gr..u:ful , h;gl,ly hni,heJ,

pol'!hnl, .t>dwoll de<""r«l . Moot"""0 ,ich Iy ,.j"mnl, . nd

....d W<Um"p,,,.-i,,,,, I;,ing;o Hon;",- (AI", ",,;,b« H,i ­

'i" 00' l(;o",TY«l mo"h . fI« ,hoi, '001< wm; nokn durin~

tho'", hn", ",.,io",' in 199') ,) 1'1""" M<n<p<> ""ru<>",rv<d 1»'
o.vid Kio ado,n ,I>< NOlion') ['. <li.mon" ,I>< in' ''nOlion.J

VIP Ioun~< " lion;'" .irpon, ",be, publ", buildinl:" ",.I

""",nJ ho<e1• ."d « of, !hops (~'g 7), Ano,h", C<>tt<CIly 1[_

llibu,<d 10Ih , id 1(;0. I, in rhe T,ib;,,,, , ....h ,,) C"t>"r in

Nourn.. (Togn. 1'1'>7, l~). 0"" f.m,ly '" C.nhoor.l. h".

dO"<r uf seve. 'mo"" p' '' of u ,i"", hoigh" . S<v<nJ "",~n
0,1\<"'f< 11'''''' p ,iJ< "fpUc<in p.-iUl< rollmiom in 1'1""
1...,.I.nd ..,d A""" I;,

More r=!Iy, d«pil< ' he ,u,,,,, , doan h of ,ou, i""

oth" """"'" Iu"" b<gun inrorpo",in~ 'm<n<po' figuf<>
hg l. 'M<r..po' byl},vid K.., M"""m of N<-> 7",[".ll< 1''1''

l,mv-""" (fEOI 1760), Ph",og"r' by M"kool H,l!.



imo ,h';, own oq><flrn", of " .Ji'iol\:U ""d ."'".,,, >tyb
Thu' ,h<", . « 'm<t><r " fiKU' " """ ..! by ful yo<>i".. 00

tho Rfnnell .0J El<1l00. !rho"'. which .,< of"o <mb<l·

ii,),..! with ctou>J il", .... h,wk<. • nd . o.k« of 'l'f'<' ,h" ,

iik< M<l\<ro hi"""lf• • ", no.- ind iK<nou, ,h<r<. [0 1.1''''''0

Log<><>o in W<lI<tn P"",m«. s<v<..1 Md, ,,,,,i, o <a'V,""

Iu"" also . d<>p,<J M<""!,,,. 'hnus" nft<o piKi ng nn hi•

....1. hd><ly g•.u:<ful ,o,,", .o ili"'...."'J h<.J ,Iu,,, h"'-"<i

"n, .tylioN ng"ntng\l1U _ , rrognarhou" 'J<>g_lik<'!orm,

WloUy [""'ign tn $o.n" Cruz, S. " " ,\,,,. , nd "I" Mo'u

pro'in«' Compie"ow [y, i, i. o.,id Kio'. 'm<n<ro' figures,

00< 'Jul,," , ,bar 'co ""og ""!'''''.mod,fi<d. ,nd ,h,t...-t«l

by m.ny So["m"" 1,I'nd "'''''" tod.y .. '",!, Iicu' 1m ..I.

"'d "ro" (Fi!l' }-6).

Vorio", 'M<n<po.hlr<' , ryI.. h,\'< prolir.,,,,<d aem..

,I>< Solomon . in k.. , h," • dcud., "';,hou, ,b., n.m<.nd

wi'bon' " 'y ,dnowl<dg<m<n' 0' """.fiJ, th<i. pt<><tv<,
'nd pmg<ni' n'. D, vid Kit>. H. liV«!. V<'l' bumbly ind=!,

io <he "loulo' of Kuium m"krt, ..vm~ ,hoi h. h,d mod,

d i<. hi; pt<U!io... , non. ", mouth, h<dnni>ti<: lif,,,yk 00

M<n<po', =, fOf pb.u", . Now P.,id " gon<, but ,h<

1.1'''''1''' figu« thor h< ,<ViV«! . nd rop" I, ,;,,,d, comi oucs

'0 "",Iv<. Th i,,, n..,... Un'<'U'I:ni"Od <pi"rh,

Aclrnowlegements
n""K1 Kio ",Id "'" ,h ot h<wmold pnf« ,hot . ny n p""io",

of g"'itod' b< m.J< no, ,,, him. bot "'h,, to M<n<p<>. '0

whum h< und"'''''k ' 0 P;»; mi"" 0" . I .m >!'" U>l<ful fo'

wti''''n comm<n" 00 n,y wli« d" f" by Prof. 'IX~ IIi"," Dav_

'n(>O", Prof. D<bo"h W.i,<••oJ """ unl\.m<J ,d<<<<. ,
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Fig 7. TrJl ,knd<, M<n, p" ,an<td by D.vid K" in l\>9g H.;w. , 1.'>0",

Pm... roll"'''n. r.."...... W..tling'"" ,


